LORD   HALIFAX
Great Britain; and the great work of Lord Irwin is
that he has, after many years of suspicion, bridged the
gap. He has bridged it by ability and character____
Five years is plenty of time for the best of us to make
mistakes. Whatever mistakes he may have made,
I am firmly convinced that, when the history of this
time comes to be written, his name will stand out as
that of one of the greatest Viceroys, and a Viceroy
that I had the honour myself of sending to India."
Be it observed that, while Baldwin used great elo-
quence, he hardly troubled to argue and merely
asserted again and again his faith in Irwin's character.
It is a character which is deeply embedded in religion,
The writer cannot presume to dogmatize on the truth
or otherwise of beliefs. It might be his desire but it
is not his function; what he is entitled to assert is the
plain truism that a man whose conduct is directed
by a religious impulse is often happier and more
effective merely because he is more confident. Even
war itself, to a man of deep spiritual belief in the
ultimate unreality of the things which we now touch
and see, loses half its grossness by losing all its terrors.
And Lord Halifax is more than a mere believer; he is
an institutionalist as well.
He is an Anglican. The Church to which he
adheres with such fidelity is divided horizontally by
countless fissures, Roman Catholics might call them
" schisms." While Lord Halifax himself does nothing
fissiparous to add to the Church's renown for standing
every sort of doctrinal strain he is to be found on the
very topmost layer. He is as "high" as his own head,
His life proves that an observer of elaborate ritual
can keep his simplicity of soul. Only some lack of
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